
EETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES. I 

CHAPTER L—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES. 

The methods used in collection and compilation of Retail Prices and 
Retail Price Index-numbers of Australia were fully described on pages I to 
9 and 25 to 27 of Labour Report No. 31 of 1940. 

Under war-time conditions scarcity of certain types of goods, erratic 
supply and changes of grade due to standardization have created unusual 
difficulty in obtaining the data necessary for measuring variations in prices. 
In some instances, this has rendered it necessary to substitute new grades, 
qualities or types of articles for those formerly used as indicators of changes 
in price. This has been the case more particularly in the clothing, household 
drapery and household utensils sections of the index. Substitutions oi 
similar kind were necessary at times under normal conditions in order to. 
meet changes of fashion and usage. In themselves, such substitutions are 
not injurious to the index provided the transitional difficulties can be solved 
as they arise. No change in principle is involved. The index continues t o 
measure, as accurately as may be, price variations, and price variations only. 
Just as in the pre-war period, application of multipliers (called " grafting 
factors ") serves to neutralize those differences in prices which are solely due-
to substitution of a new item for one which has ceased to be available or in. 
common use. The net effect of this process is that the price of the old item: 
is taken as typical of price variation in its class up to the time of substitution, 
and the prices of the new item as typical of such changes in price thereafter. 
The statement of facts and principles in Sub-section 3 on page 5, Sub-section 
9 on page 8 and Section 8 on pages 25 to 27 of the Labour Report for 1940 
remains unaltered. 

The retail price indexes are designed to measure changes in price levels 
only. While they may be used as indicating changes in cost of a constant 
standard of living they do not measure the absolute cost of any standard of 
living nor the cost of changes in the standard of living. In other words, 
they measure as nearly as may be the proportionate change in the aggregate 
cost of specified quantities of a " regimen " of 161 items which commonly 
enter into household expenditure and, pro tanto, into the cost of living. 

In order to fulfil the purpose of measuring changes in price levels each 
item in the index is given a " weight " or " mass unit " proportionate to-
average usage in a selected representative period. So long as these 
" weights " are approximately correct relatively, the absolute magnitude of 
each is not significant for the purpose of measuring variations in the price 
level. (See paragraph 3 on page 5 of Labour Report No. 31 for 1940.) I n 
normal times, popular usage of items in general consumption changes slowly 
and the weight of items and groups in the regimen is changed only at long 
intervals. In war-time scarcity of supplies of some goods, rationing and. 
kindred factors actually produce substantial changes in usage both long term 
and short term. The weights of the retail price indexes have not been changed! 
and continue as in pre-war years. Although substantial variation i n 
weighting of such items as clothing (sales of which have been reduced 
substantially by rationing) would make noticeable difference in the course-
of the index from year to year, tests show that it would not make as much 
difference as is commonly supposed. 
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The price index, as published, measures the aggregate variation in prices 
of the regimen of items adopted in peace-time in peace-time proportions. 
I t might be desirable at some stage to compile an index to measure variations 
in the price level on the basis of war-time consumption. These are alternative 
methods of comparison each presenting part of the picture of price changes. 

Various Series of Retail Price Index-Numbers.—Two main series of retail 
price index-numbers are compiled and shown in some detail in the following 
pages, viz. :— 

(i) the " B " Series relating only to food, groceries and housing, con
tinuously available since 1907. 

(ii) the All Items (" C " Series) relatirg to food, groceries, housing, 
clothing, household drapery and utensils, fuel and light, and 
other miscellaneous items of household expenditure, continuously 
available from 1914. 

The " B " Series comprises only the food, groceries and housing sections of 
the All Items (" C " Series) index. Keference to the " A " Series (no longer 
compiled) is made in Section 3 (1) hereof and to the " A " and " D " Series, 
the " Court " Series and various other series on pages 28 to 30 of Labour 
Report No. 31 for 1940. 

Although considerable space is given herein to the " B " Series index-
numbers, reference to them should be made only in respect of the movement 
in prices in the three sections (food, groceries and rent) which they embrace. 

The " C " Series in total provides a reliable measure of aggregate variations 
in retail prices as well as of group indexes for component sections. This 
index is compiled for :— 

(a) the capital city of each of the six States, 
(b) four other principal towns in each of the six States, 
(c) weighted average of five towns (including capital city) in each of the 

six States, 
(d) weighted average for the six capital cities combined, 
(e) weighted average for the 30 towns (including capital cities). 

This index forms the basis of the " Cour t " Series Index used by the 
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration for the " cost of 
living " adjustments of wages covered by awards made by the Court. 

The aggregate indexes for periods 1914 to 1942 are published in summary 
form on page 20 hereof. The relevant index-numbers at certain significant 
turning points since November, 1914 (the earliest date for which this index 
is available), are shown below :•— 

ALL ITEMS (" C " SERIES) RETAIL PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS. 

WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX CAPITAL CITIES. 

(Base : 1923-27 = 1,000.) 

1914, November . . . . 687 (Beginning of War I.) 
1918, November 
1920, November 
1929, Year. . 
1933, Year . . 
1939, September Quarter 
1943, March Quarter 

905 (End of War I.; 
1,166 (Post-War peak) 
l>033 (Pre-Depression peak) 

804 (Depression trough) 
916 (Pre-War II.) 

1,123 (Pre-Price Stabilization). 

(2) 
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"Group " Retail Price Index-Numbers. 

WEIGHTED AVERACE OF SIX CAPITAL CITIES. 

(Base of each Group : 1923-27 = 1,000.) 

— Food and 
liroceries. Kent. Clothing. Miscel

laneous. All Groups. 

KJ14—November 641 649 754 749 687 
i y i 8 — S61 722 812 1,097 905 
1920— „ 1,209 851 1,365 1,194 1,166 
1929—Year 1,044 I .073 996 1,007 1,033 
1933— » 751 804 787 95° 804 
1939—September Quar te r 920 967 836 961 916 
1943—March Quar te r . . . 1,040 975 1,409 • 1,149 1,123 

§ 3. The Food, Groceries and Rent ("B " Series) Index of 
Retail Prices. 

1. General.—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the 
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses. I t was first compiled in respect of the year 
1925, and index-numbers were retrospectively computed for the several 
earlier years shown below. I t was designed to replace the " A " series index 
(food, groceries and rent of all houses), which was the original index first 
compiled by this Bureau in 1912. Owing, however, to the continued use • 
of the latter index by Industrial Tribunals for the purpose of adjusting 
wages to variations in retail prices, the " B " series index never replaced the 
" A " series* in this connexion. 

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities, 1907 to 1942.—Index-
numbers computed separately for each section of the regimen, and the : 
weighted average for all sections together, for the capital city of each 
State are shown in the next table. 

Retail Price Index-Numbers : Capital Cities. ("B " Series.) 
The index-numbers given in the separate sections of the table cannot be compared with each other in' 

order to show the relative cost of housing and food and groceries, since each section or combination has 
Its own base, viz., the weighted average cost for the six capital cities taken together during the five-yearly 
period 1923-1927 for that section or combination. 

• The compilation of this index was discontinued after June quarter, 1938. 

<3> 
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Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities—"B " Series—continued. 
{Base of each Section: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 

Town. 1907. 2921. 1914. 2922. 2938. 2939. 2940. 1942. 

SECTION A.-—GROCERIES. 

Sydney 5 2 0 5 7 4 6 2 7 2,125 8 8 7 9 9 4 9 6 9 9 8 9 2,082 
Melbourne 4 6 2 5 2 2 5 6 2 2,070 8 3 5 9 5 7 9 2 8 9 2 4 2,034 
Brisbane 5 4 7 6 2 4 6 0 7 2,205 872 9 4 4 9 4 3 9 5 7 2,066 
Adelaide 5 2 0 542 5 9 8 1,076 832 9 3 9 9 2 4 9 3 2 2,073 
P e r t h 5 7 2 7 2 0 6 2 8 2,203 8 9 7 9 6 6 9 4 2 9 8 3 2,048 
H o b a r t 502 5 6 6 6 0 4 2,087 8 7 4 9 4 7 9 3 0 9 5 0 2,048 

Weighted Average (0) . . 4 9 9 5 6 4 5 9 9 2,093 8 6 4 9 6 9 9 4 5 9 5 8 2 ,062 

SECTION B.—DAIRY PRODUCE. 

S y d n e y 5 5 i 5 7 4 6 5 6 2,080 8 1 0 8 5 1 8 6 4 8 6 3 9 2 4 
Melbourne 572 5 6 7 6 3 5 1,087 862 8 8 5 8 8 0 8 9 3 9 t 3 
Brisbane 4 9 5 582 5 8 8 9 8 3 792 7 9 3 8 0 0 8 0 8 8 7 2 
Adelaide 5 4 8 652 7 0 5 2,028 802 8 0 0 8 0 0 7 9 8 8 6 2 
P e r t h 7 0 9 7 3 3 735 1,252 8 6 4 8 7 0 8 7 3 8 7 8 9 2 2 
H o b a r t 564 5 8 7 6 9 5 2,092 8 0 2 8 4 4 8 5 5 8 7 3 9 3 = 

Weighted Average (a) 5 6 3 5 9 ' 6 5 4 2,072 8 4 3 8 5 3 8 5 7 8 6 2 9 2 9 

SECTION C . — M E A T 

Sydney 5 1 9 502 6 6 8 9 6 0 9 6 9 9 3 5 2,008 1,025 2,089 
Melbourne 5 5 7 4 8 5 6 6 3 2,030 9 6 0 9 6 8 2,028 2,007 2,242 
Br isbane 5 3 5 4 8 8 6 2 0 8 9 7 8 3 4 8 2 2 8 9 8 9 4 3 9 4 2 
-Adelaide 5 5 3 542 784 2,095 9 5 0 9 2 9 9 7 2 9 6 9 2,074 
•Perth 7 8 9 8 2 4 882 2,203 9 2 6 9 5 8 2,026 2,070 2,202 
H o b a r t 6 6 8 6 3 8 7 8 0 2,244 9 5 7 962 2,042 2,082 2,249 

Weighted Average (a) 5 5 8 5 2 2 692 2,020 9 4 8 9 3 6 2,002 1,006 1,092 

SECTIONS A, B AND B C O M B I N E D . — F O O D A N D G R O C E R I E S . 

Sydney 5 2 3 5 5 3 6 4 6 2,062 9 0 4 9 3 6 9 5 2 9 6 2 2,040 
Melbourne 5 2 7 5 2 3 6 2 0 2,063 8 8 4 9 4 2 9 4 7 9 4 3 2,042 
Brisbane 5 3 0 5 6 9 6 0 3 2,014 8 3 8 8 6 4 8 8 9 9 2 2 9 7 2 
Adelaide 5 3 2 5 7 0 6 7 9 2,066 862 8 9 7 9 0 0 9 0 5 2,OI2 
P e r t h 6 7 0 7 5 3 7 2 8 2,266 8 9 9 9 3 8 9 4 9 9 8 2 2,029 
H o b a r t 5 6 5 592 6 7 8 2,233 8 8 0 9 2 3 9 4 4 9 7 0 2,047 

Weighted Average (a) 5 3 3 5 5 9 6 4 0 2,064 8 8 6 9 2 7 9 3 9 9 4 7 2,032 

SECTION D. -—HOUSING (4 A N I 3 ROOMS). 

8ydney 5 9 3 702 7 6 0 9 8 9 2,004 2,035 2,042 2,043 2,043 
Melbourne 4 5 5 J 69 6 2 8 8 2 0 9 3 5 9 5 5 9 6 9 9 7 5 9 7 5 
Brisbane 2 8 3 3 7 3 4 6 6 6 3 0 8 4 2 8 5 4 8 5 7 8 6 0 8 6 2 
Adelaide 5 1 0 7 0 6 6 3 5 8 0 9 8 6 8 8 8 8 8 9 2 8 9 3 8 9 3 
P e r t h 4 5 8 5 2 4 5 8 9 7 3 9 8 7 2 882 8 8 2 8 8 3 8 8 5 
H o b a r t 4 0 5 4 5 2 5 2 8 8 8 2 9 2 3 9 2 5 9 3 3 9 3 3 9 3 3 

Weighted Average (0) 4 9 7 6 2 2 6 6 2 8 6 2 9 4 2 9 6 5 9 7 3 9 7 6 9 7 6 

ALL SECTIONS COMBINED.—FOOD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 

8 y d n e y 5 4 8 6 0 6 6 8 7 1,036 942 9 7 2 9 8 5 9 9 2 2,039 
Melbourne 4 9 5 5 3 9 6 2 6 9 7 7 9 0 2 9 4 5 9 5 3 9 6 3 2,024 
Brisbane 4 4 2 5 0 0 5 5 4 8 7 7 8 3 8 8 5 8 8 7 5 8 8 9 9 2 7 
Adelaide 5 2 4 6 1 8 6 7 2 9 7 5 8 6 2 8 9 2 8 9 5 8 9 9 9G3 
P e r t h 5 9 4 6 7 2 6 7 9 9 8 2 8 8 7 9 2 4 922 9 4 1 9 7 1 
H o b a r t 5 0 8 542 622 2,044 8 9 2 9 2 2 9 3 8 9 5 3 2,000 

Weighted Average (0) 5 2 0 5 7 8 6 4 8 9 9 2 9 0 6 9 3 9 9 5 0 9 5 6 2,007 

(o) For Six Capital Cities. 

3. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, 1938 to 1942.—The 
following tables give index-numbers representing the variations in the prices 
of food and groceries (41 commodities) in 30 of the more important towns at 
yearly, quarterly and monthly intervals. In addition, index-numbers 
are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly variations 
in bouse rents (4 and 5-rooms) and in the combined prices of food, groceries 
and housing. 

(4) 



FOOD, GROCERIES AND KENT (" B " VSERIES) INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES. 

Retail Price Index-Numbers (" B " Series). 
(Boat of each Section (a) : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 
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FOOD AHD GROCERIES. 

1938 9 0 4 9 2 5 1,092 9 3 3 8 9 8 9 0 9 8 S 4 8 8 2 8 8 9 8 8 9 8 9 1 8 8 4 
1939 9 3 6 9 6 5 1,106 9 9 1 9 4 0 9 4 2 9 4 2 9 3 9 9 3 0 9 4 6 9 5 5 9 4 2 
1940 9 5 2 9 8 5 1,069 1,003 9 5 1 9 5 8 9 4 7 9 3 5 9 4 9 9 3 9 9 5 5 9 4 6 
1941 9 6 2 I,OCO 1,134 1,010 0 5 5 9 6 q 9 4 3 9 3 0 9 5 4 9 2 8 9 4 6 9 4 2 
1942 1,040 1,074 1,244 1,095 1,033 1,047 1,042 1,017 1,038 1,002 1,018 1,033 

1941 Mar Qtr 9 8 2 1,014 1,152 1,016 9 6 7 g 8 8 9 4 9 9 3 6 9 5 3 9 4 0 9 5 1 9 4 8 
J u n e ,, 9 4 9 9 9 2 ' ,133 1,007 9 5 4 9 5 7 9 3 8 9 2 3 9 4 3 9 1 S 9 4 1 9 3 7 
Sept. „ 9 4 7 9 8 7 1,114 1,000 9 4 1 9 5 4 9 3 7 9 2 6 9 4 9 9 1 9 9 4 t 9 3 6 
Deo. „ 9 6 9 1,006 i , i 3 5 1,017 9 5 6 9 7 5 9 4 9 9 3 6 9 7 0 9 3 3 9 4 9 9 4 8 

1942 Mar Qtr. 1,005 1,046 1,187 1,063 1,001 I,OI2 9 8 9 9 7 3 1,010 9 6 3 9 8 5 9 8 8 
J u n e ,, 1,034 1,079 1,256 1,093 I , ° 3 6 1,042 1,036 1,004 1,032 9 9 5 1,006 1,033 

1941. 
J a n u a r y 1,005 1,025 1,160 1,028 9 8 0 1,009 9 6 9 9 5 8 9 6 8 9 5 6 9 6 8 9 6 8 
February ,, 9 7 3 1,013 1,151 1,012 9 6 2 9 7 9 9 4 3 9 2 8 9 5 0 9 3 6 9 4 8 9 1 3 
March „ 9 6 8 1,004 i , H 5 1,008 9 5 8 9 7 5 9 3 5 9 2 3 9 4 2 9 2 8 9 3 8 9 3 5 
April ,, 9 6 3 9 9 9 1,147 1 ,on 9 6 1 9 7 0 9 4 6 9 2 3 9 4 6 9 2 7 9 4 3 9 4 4 
May , 9 4 8 9 9 3 1,131 1,008 9 5 5 9 5 6 9 3 6 9 2 4 9 4 2 9 1 9 9 4 3 9 3 5 
J u n e ,, 9 3 6 9 3 3 1,121 1,002 9 4 6 9 4 4 9 3 2 9 2 1 9 4 1 9 0 8 9 3 9 9 3 ' 
Ju ly 9 4 1 9 8 2 t , l l 5 1,001 9 4 1 9 4 8 9 2 5 9 1 6 9 4 0 9 0 8 9 3 6 9 2 5 
August 9 4 5 9 8 3 1 , i n 1,000 9 3 8 9 5 2 9 4 0 9 3 0 9 5 3 9 2 1 9 4 3 9 3 9 
September . . 9 5 5 9 9 6 T , n 6 1,001 9 4 2 9 6 2 9 4 5 9 3 1 9 5 6 92 7 9 4 4 9 1 4 
October 9 6 8 1,006 1,122 1,009 9 4 9 9 7 4 9 4 9 9 3 4 9 6 9 9 3 3 9 4 8 9 t 8 
November . . 9 6 5 1,004 1,135 1,015 9 5 1 9 7 2 9 4 4 • 935 9 6 9 9 3 0 9 19 9 14 
December . 9 7 3 1,009 1,148 1,029 9 6 8 9 8 0 9 5 3 9 3 9 9 7 3 9 3 7 9 5 1 95-' 

1942 
J a n u a r y 9 8 7 1,031 1,167 1,047 9 8 1 9 9 4 9 7 0 9 6 3 1,000 9 5 4 9 7 5 9 7 0 
February . . 1,006 1,049 1,178 i,057 1,001 1,013 9 9 0 9 7 5 1,008 9 6 2 9 8 6 9 8 9 
March 1,021 r,057 1,216 1,086 1,021 1,028 1,008 g 8 o 1,022 9 7 t 9 9 5 1,006 
April 1,035 1,075 1,253 1,093 1,036 1,043 1,018 9 9 5 1,028 9 8 4 1,005 1,016 
M a y 1,031 1,071 1,255 !,093 1,036 1,039 1.026 9 9 2 1,027 9 8 7 1,001 1,023 
J u n e 1,035 1,074 1,260 1,094 1,035 1,^41 1,063 1,024 1,040 1,014 1,012 1,059 

HOUSWO—(4 AND 5 ItOOMS). 

1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 

1,004 
1,035 
1,042 
1,043 
1,043 

860 
890 
goo 
901 
902 

730 
764 
778 
773 
758 

873 
871 
872 
879 
881 

822 
843 
845 
845 
844 

985 
1,015 
1,023 
1,024 
1,024 

935 
955 
969 
975 
975 

695 
714 
705 
706 
709 

709 
73i 
735 
738 
742 

851 
876 
884 
892 
890 

915 
921 
933 
939 
937 

917 
938 
950 
956 
956 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 
J u n e ,, 
Sep t . , , 
Dec. „ 

1,043 
' ,043 
1,043 
1,044 

901 
901 
901 
902 

779 
772 
772 
770 

875 
880 
88l 
880 

845 
845 
845 
846 

1,024 
1,024 
1,024 
1,025 

976 
974 
975 
975 

705 
705 
705 
708 

737 
737 
737 
739 

892 
892 
892 
891 

938 
939 
939 
941 

957 
956 
956 
956 

1942 Mar. Qtr 
J u n e ,, 

1,045 
1,043 

902 
902 

767 
760 

881 
881 

844 
844 

1,026 
1,024 

975 
975 

708 
709 

741 
742 

890 
890 

942 
936 

957 
956 

FOOD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 

1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 

941 
972 
985 
992 

1,039 

898 
934 
950 
959 

1,005 

948 
970 
953 
ggl 

1,052 

908 
942 
95o 
957 

1,009 

867 
900 
908 
910 
957 

937 
969 
980 
988 

1,036 

902 
945 
953 
953 

1,014 

808 
849 
843 
841 
894 

817 
851 
864 
868 
920 

872 
9 ' 7 
9 i 5 
912 
956 

898 
940 
944 
941 
984 

895 
938 
946 
946 

1,005 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 
J u n e „ 
Sept. „ 
Dec. „ 

1,003 
984 
983 
996 

968 
954 
951 
963 

1,004 
990 
978 
990 

959 
955 
952 
962 

917 
909 
901 
9 :1 

999 
981 
979 
992 

957 
950 
949 
957 

844 
836 
838 
845 

867 
861 
865 
878 

919 
906 
906 
915 

944 
938 
938 
944 

950 
942 
942 
949 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 
J u n e ,, 

r ,o t8 
1,035 

987 
1,007 

1,020 
1,060 

990 
1,008 

937 
959 

1,015 
1,033 

982 
1,010 

867 
887 

903 
916 

933 
952 

966 
976 

974 
1,001 

(a) See explanatory note 00 page 9. 

(5) 



12 FOOD, GROCEEIES AND RENT (" B " SERIES) INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES. 

Betail Price Index-Numbers (" B " Series)—continued. 
(Base of each Section (a): Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
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FOOD AND GROCERIES. 

1938 
1930 
1940 
104 I 

1942 

838 
864 
889 
911 
972 

794 
823 
852 
862 
951 

879 
904 
9^1 
93 1 

992 

931 
961 
969 
981 

1,048 

884 
912 
931 
958 

1.024 

846 
872 
896 
915 
979 

861 
897 
900 
905 

1,012 

907 
973 
967 
967 

1,053 

937 
996 
985 

1,005 
1,094 

877 
937 
919 
912 
988 

900 
981 
976 
977 

1,056 

866 
901 
906 
912 

1,016 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 
June ,, 
Sept „ 
Dec. „ 

933 
899 
890 
020 

878 
851 
844 
876 

952 
924 
914 
935 

1,004 
972 
961 
987 

969 
952 
94 5 
967 

936 
904 
895 
924 

918 
897 
891 
9'5 

970 
958 
962 
979 

995 
1,002 

999 
•,025 

922 
911 
903 
913 

980 
97o 
964 
995 

923 
904 
898 
921 

1942 Mar Qtr. 
June ,, 

969 
958 

945 
950 

1,002 
989 

1,029 

1,053 

1,017 
1,027 

975 
968 

956 
1,014 

J,005 

',051 
1,057 
1,085 

950 
976 

1.013 
1.054 

961 
1,018 

1941. 
Jnnuaiy 
February 
March 
April 
M a y 
June 
July 
Ausu't 
September . 
October 
.November . . 
December .. 

956 
926 
916 
912 
899 
887 
885 
890 
S96 
912 
920 
930 

918 
860 
855 
855 
851 
846 
843 
841 
848 
856 
8/9 
892 

968 
949 
939 
928 
927 
916 
912 
910 
918 
930 
935 
940 

1,014 
1,009 
990 
977 
971 
968 
961 
960 
962 
974 
985 

1,002 

981 
970 
957 
955 
954 
948 
943 
943 
94 S 
056 
970 
975 

959 
930 
920 
915 
904 
893 
S91 
894 
900 
9i5 
924 
934 

908 
926 
920 
908 
895 
889 
884 
890 
900 
905 
912 
927 

973 
972 
966 
953 
953 
966 
960 
961 

965 
969 
978 
990 

995 
993 
998 
996 

1,006 
1,005 
997 
993 

1,006 
1,012 
1.023 
1,039 

927 
924 
915 
9'3 
912 
908 
902 
904 
902 
9°5 
912 
920 

984 
080 
977 
968 
974 
968 
9f'3 
961 
968 
971 

i;oo6 
1.005 

9 U 
930 
925 
913 
902 
897 
89. 
897 
906 
911 
918 
933 

1942 
January 
February 
March 
Aprils 
M a y 
June 

960 
971 
976 
972 
94 7 
955 

912 
965 
960 
963 
941 
94 7 

993 
1,003 
1,011 
998 
987 
981 

1,026 
1,025 
1,037 
1,049 
l,o55 
1.051 

1,004 
1,015 
1.034 
!,039 
1,024 
1,017' 

965 
978 
983 
980 
959 
963 

936 
954 
978 

1.008 
1,013 
1,022 

990 
997 

1,027 
1,043 
1,042 
1,069 

1,051 
1,055 
1,064 
1,081 
1,086 
1,089 

94 7 
917 
957 
971 
975 
982 

993 
1.015 
1,031 
1,013 
1,046 
1,073 

912 
95.9 
983 

i.ot 1 
1,016 
1,026 

HOCBINO—(» AND 5 R.OOM8). 

1938 841 834 744 857 626 828 868 386 689 687 739 843 
1939 854 847 753 861 640 840 888 388 710 686 753 802 
1940 857 852 755 861 642 843 892 387 716 692 773 806 

860 854 763 863 647 846 893 385 714 712 767 867 

1942 "° 862 858 766 865 655 849 893 381 713 715 755 866 
1941 Mar. Qtr 859 853 757 861 643 845 893 387 715 701 770 866 

June ,, 860 854 764 861 6,2 846 893 386 7i| 709 770 867 
Sept. „ 859 855 764 864 649 846 893 384 7 M 718 766 866 
Dec. ., 860 855 765 864 653 847 S93 3Sfc 714 718 763 867 

19 j2 M a r Qtr. 861 856 764 866 655 848 892 381 713 715 75S 866 
June ,, 862 858 766 865 652 849 893 380 713 715 751 e 

866 

FOOD, GROCERIES AND HOUSING. 

1938 838 806 825 900 78i 837 862 702 838 801 836 855 
1939 858 830 843 920 804 858 891 743 882 838 890 885 
1940 875 849 854 925 817 873 895 739 877 828 895 888 
1941 889 85 7 863 933 835 886 899 738 889 832 893 892 
1942 927 913 901 974 878 926 963 789 943 879 936 955 
1941 M a r Qtr. 902 866 874 946 840 899 906 741 883 834 896 899 

June ,, 882 • 850 859 927 829 879 894 733 888 830 890 887 
Sept.,, 876 846 853 921 827 874 890 734 885 S29 885 884 
Dec „ 895 865 866 937 842 892 904 744 901 835 902 898 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 925 909 907 963 S74 923 929 759 920 856 912 922 
June ,, 918 912 900 977 878 919 964 787 938 872 93 t 956 

(a) See note on page 9. 

(6) 
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Weighted 
Average, 
Tasmania. 

Weighted Average, 
30 Towns, 
Australia. 

Weighted Average, 
6 Capital Cities. — 



14 THE ALL ITEMS (" C " SEMES) INDEX or RETAIL PRICES. 

§4. The All Items ( " C " Series) Index of Retail Prices. 

1. General.—This index measures the prices of food and groceries, rent 
of 4 and 5-roomed houses, clothing and miscellaneous household requirements, 
and for convenience of reference has been designated the " All Items " 
(" C " series) index. I t has become more important in recent years because 
of its adoption by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court from 1st May, 1934, 
for the adjustment of wages controlled by that Court. I t is used at present 
as the basis of the " Court " series of index-numbers adopted from July, 
1937, by the same Court. 

The compilation of this series was undertaken by the Bureau following 
a recommendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage, which 
reported in 1920 and 1921. A short account of its inquiries and findings 
is contained in § 7 of this chapter. The Commission itself had collected 
data on prices in the capital cities for the month of November, 1914 to 1920 
inclusive. In consequence, the Bureau commenced its own more 
comprehensive inquiries in the five principal towns of each State, as from 
November, 1921, and continued them at quarterly intervals thereafter. 

2. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Capital Cities, 1914 to 1920.—The 
table published on page 24 gives index-numbers representing the variations in 
the prices, in each capital city, of (i) food and groceries; (ii) housing (4 and 5 
rooms); (iii) food, groceries and housing combined; (iv) clothing; (v) 
miscellaneous household requirements, and (vi) all items of household 
consumption combined, in the years 1914 to 1920 inclusive. The index-
numbers for the clothing and miscellaneous groups for these years were 
compiled from data collected by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage. 

3. Retail Price Index-Numbers: Thirty Towns, November, 1914 to 
June Quarter 1942.—-The following tables give index-numbers representing 
the variations in the prices, in 30 of the more important towns, of (i) food 
and groceries; (ii) housing; (iii) food, groceries and housing combined; 
(iv) clothing; (v) miscellaneous requirements; and (vi) all items of household 
consumption combined. 

Food and Groceries.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (" C " Series.) 
(Bate : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 

Period. S a •a . « 
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Nov. 1914 (0) 638 616 - .. 
» 1921 964 977 973 950 935 964 923 928 919 94« 948 924 

Year 1937 .. 868 880 1,001 874 855 872 836 857 851 834 834 837 
„ 1938 .. 904 925 1,092 933 898 909 884 882 889 889 891 884 
» "939 •• 936 965 1,106 991 940 942 942 939 930 946 955 942 
„ 1940 .. 952 985 1,069 1,003 951 958 947 935 949 939 955 946 
„ 1941 .. 962 1,000 1,134 1,010 955 969 943 930 954 928 946 942 
„ 1942 .. 1,040 1,074 1,244 1,095 1,033 1,047 1,042 1,017 1,038 1,002 1,018 1,039 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 982 1,014 1,152 1,016 967 988 949 936 953 940 95i 948 
„ June „ 949 992 1,133 1,007 954 957 938 923 943 918 941 937 
» Sept ,, 947 987 1,114 1,000 941 954 937 926 949 919 941 936 
,, Dec. „ 969 1,006 1,135 1,017 956 975 949 936 970 933. 949 948 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 1,005 1,046 1,187 1,063 1,001 1,012 989 973 1,010 963 985 988 
„ Jtitie ,. 1.034 1,079 1,256 1,093 1.036 1,042 1,036 1.004 1,032 995 1,006 1,033. 

(a) For Index-numbers for Capital Cities, November, 1914 to 1920, see page 22. 

(8) 
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Pood and Groceries.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. ("C " Series)—continued. 

(Base: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27=1,000.) 

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
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N O T . 1914 (0) 6 1 4 6 8 3 
„ 1921 . . 955 8 9 5 9 4 9 9816 936c 9 5 0 9 4 ' 945 968 9 2 3 997 9 4 3 

Year 1937 . . 8 2 8 7 9 4 8 6 3 9 0 1 8 6 9 8 3 5 8 2 6 9 0 1 9 1 2 845 8 7 0 8 3 2 
,. 1938 •• 838 7 9 4 8 7 9 9 3 1 8 8 4 8 4 6 S 6 1 9 0 7 937 877 9 0 0 866 
„ 1939 ••• 8 6 4 8 2 3 9 0 4 9 6 1 9 1 2 8 7 2 8 9 7 9 7 3 996 937 9 8 1 9 0 4 
„ 1940 . . 889 8 5 2 9 2 1 9 6 9 9 3 1 8 9 6 9 0 0 9 6 7 985 9 1 9 9 7 6 9 0 6 

„ 1941 •• 9 1 1 8 6 2 9 3 1 9 8 1 9 5 8 9 i 5 9 0 5 9 6 7 1,005 9 1 2 9 7 7 9 1 2 
„ 1942 . . 9 7 2 9 5 1 9 9 2 1,048 1,024 9 7 9 1,012 1.053 1,094 988 1,056 1,016 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 9 3 3 8 7 8 9 5 2 1,004 9 6 9 9 3 6 9 1 8 9 7 0 9 9 5 9 2 2 9 8 0 9 2 3 

„ June ,, 899 8 5 1 9 2 4 9 7 2 9 5 2 9 0 4 8 9 7 9 5 8 1,002 9 1 1 9 7 0 9 0 4 
„ Sept. „ 8 9 0 8 4 4 9 1 4 9 6 1 9 4 5 895 8 9 1 9 6 2 999 9 0 3 964 898 
„ Dec. „ 9 2 0 8 7 6 9 3 5 9 8 7 9 6 7 9 2 4 9 i 5 979 1,025 9 1 3 995 9 2 1 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 9 6 9 9 4 5 1,002 1,029 1,017 975 9 5 6 1,005 1,057 9 5 0 1,013 9 6 1 
,, J u n e ,, 9 5 8 9 5 o 9 8 9 l , "53 1,027 968 .,ox* 1,051 1,085 976 1,054 1,018 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 
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N O T . 1914 (0) 
„ 1921 

Year 1937 . • 
„ 1938 •• 
„ 1939 •• 
„ 1940 . . 
„ 1941 •• 
,, 1942 •• 

746 
1,005 

881 
899 
938 
949 
981 

1,029 

1,120 

1,012 
1,049 
1,092 
1,104 
l , !53 
1,176 

1,054 

928 
935 
072 
986 

1,039 
1,078 

1,049 

891 
918 
967 
969 
996 

1,034 

1,031 

961 
925 
947 
952 

1,000 
1,043 

1,033 

892 
91J 
951 
961 
995 

1,041 

687 
1,027 

870 
880 
923 
944 
970 

1,047 

958 

857 
889 
914 
933 
951 

1,008 

1,108 

902 
916 
941 
961 
999 

1.055 

996 

891 
908 
933 
959 
984 

1.034 

1,077 

927 
975 

1,018 
1,029 
1,037 
1,079 

r , o n 

870 
889 
925 
945 
968 

1,035 

641 
950 

851 
886 
927 
939 
947 

1,031 

954 

854 
890 
931 
942 
951 

1,033 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 
,, J u n e ,, 
„ Sept. „ 
„ Dec. „ 

955 
997 
989 
982 

1,156 
1,181 
1,136 
1,140 

1,010 
1,054 
1,047 
1,044 

981 
1,003 

996 
1,005 

985 
1,002 
1,002 
1,009 

972 
1,012 
1,001 

996 

972 
958 
964 
986 

952 
950 
942 
958 

995 
997 
999 

1,004 

993 
982 
967 
992 

1,061 
1,045 
1,011 
1,029 

971 
961 
960 
9S0 

958 
939 
936 
954 

962 
943 
940 
958 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 
,, J u n e ,, 

992 
I,02E 

1,150 
1,171 

1,055 
1,084 

1,008 
1,037 

1,017 
1,045 

1,005 
1,040 

1,009 
1,036 

978 
l ,co6 

1,014 
1,040 

1,004 
1,030 

1,049 
1,065 

1.001 
1,028 

991 
1,025 

995 
1,028 

(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cltlei, November 1914 to 1920, Bee page 22. 
(P) Warwick. 

(0) Charters Towers. 

(9) 
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Honsing (4 and 5 rooms)—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (" C " Series.) 
(Base: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 
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Nov. 1914 (a) 758 608 
„ 1921 1,000 885 559 881 596 966 845 479 527 668 685 789 

Year 1937 .. 965 830 669 873 816 947 909 699 720 836 859 894 
„ 1938 .. 1,004 860 730 873 822 985 935 695 709 851 915 917 
„ 1939 •• 1,035 89O 764 871 843 I.OI1) 955 714 73i 876 921 938 
„ 1940 .. 1,042 900 778 872 845 1,023 969 705 735 884 933 950 
„ 1941 .. 1,043 901 773 879 • 845 1,024 975 706 738 892 939 956 
„ 1942 •• 1,043 902 758 881 841 1,024 975 709 742 890 937 956 

1941 Mar, Qtr. 1,043 901 779 875 845 1,024 976 705 737 892 938 957 
„ June „ 1,043 001 772 880 845 1,024 974 705 737 892 939 956 
„ Sepl. „ 1,043 001 772 881 845 1,024 975 705 737 892 939 956 
,, Dec. „ 1.OH 902 770 880 846 1,025 075 708 739 891 941 956 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 1,045 902 767 881 844 1,026 975 708 741 890 942 957 
June ,, 1,043 1 902 760 881 844 1,024 975 709 742 890 936 956 

UUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Period. 

ri
sb

an
e.

 

oo
w

oo
m

ba
. 

a 
0 

4> 

m 

a un
da

be
rg

. •6 

3.-3 
bD ». U 

» > 3 de
la

ld
e.

 

•a a 
".6 

°> " ° 
or

t 
P

ir
le

. 

t.
 

am
bi

er
. 

ei
gh

te
d 

ve
ra

ge
, 

A
. 

« H. tMJS H | n es-«icr •< ma? m ao PH £i > <aa 
Nov. 1914 (0) 461 611 
„ 1921 629 547 470 5286 535C 594 819 566 603 492 566 78i 

Year 1937 •• 822 840 728 844 575 810 832 371 659 685 737 S08 
„ 1938 .. 841 834 744 857 626 828 868 386 689 687 739 843 
,. 1939 •• 854 847 753 861 640 840 888 388 710 686 753 862 
„ 1940 .. 857 852 755 861 642 843 892 387 716 692 773 866 
„ 1941 •• 860 854 763 863 647 846 893 385 7 H 712 767 867 
„ 1942 .• 862 858 766 865 655 849 893 381 713 715 755 866 

1941 Mar. Qtr. 859 853 757 861 643 845 893 387 715 701 770 866 
. June „ 860 854 764 861 642 846 893 386 7i4 709 770 867 

„ Sept. „ 859 855 764 864 649 846 893 384 7 H 718 766 866 
, Dec. „ 860 855 I 765 864 653 847 893 381 7i4 718 763 867 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 861 856 1 764 866 I 655 848 892 381 7i3 715 758 860 
,, June ,, 862 858 ' 766 865 1 652 849 893 380 7i3 7t5 754 866 
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525 649 
„ 192Z 754 57« 616 649 779 709 870 676 294 50 49 5 729 877 823 

Year 1937 861 1,309 860 983 1,064 901 899 826 816 " 3 79 8 861 912 897 
„ 1938 .. 872 1,319 879 994 1,055 9" 913 838 830 756 7* 3 875 942 925 
,. '939 •• 881 1.31H 886 1,005 1,064 919 925 851 836 763 80 ; 887 965 947 
„ 1940 .. 882 1,315 890 1,003 1,066 920 933 856 847 767 81 3 893 973 955 
., 1941 •• 883 1,308 894 1,001 1,068 921 933 859 845 769 812 895 976 958 
„ 1942 .. 885 1,167 879 983 1,062 910 933 860 850 770 80 6 895 976 957 

19(1 Mar. Qtr. 882 1,313 893 1,000 1,066 920 933 858 842 769 81 2 894 976 958 
,, June ,, S83 1,311 893 1,002 1,066 920 933 858 842 768 81 2 894 976 958 
„ Sept. „ 884 1,309 894 l,00n 1,069 921 933 859 847 770 81 2 895 976 958 
„ Dec. „ 8S4 1,299 895 1,000 1,070 921 933 859 847 770 8l2| 895 976 953 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 884 1,222 8Q6 999 1,070 915 033 860 850 77o 803I 895 977 1 958 
June ,, 885 1.176 898] 983 1,060 912 933 860 850 770 809I 895 976 1 957 

(a) Por index-namberB for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, see page 22. 
(c) Warwick. 

(b) CharUrs Towers. 



THE AI.L ITEMS (" C " SERIES) INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES. 17 

Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and 5 rooms).—Retail Price Index-
Numbers. ("B "(d) and " C " Series.) 

(Base: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = r.ooo.) 

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 
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1942 M a r Q t r . 1 , 0 1 8 9 8 7 1 ,020 9 9 0 9 3 7 1 , 0 1 5 9 8 2 S 6 7 9 0 3 9 3 3 9 6 6 0 7 4 
J u n e 1 . 0 3 5 1 . 0 0 / 1.060 1 .008 9 * 9 1 , 0 3 3 1.010 8 S 7 9 1 6 9 5 2 9 7 6 1 , 0 0 1 

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
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N o v . 1914 ( a ) 5 6 0 6 5 8 

,. 1 9 2 1 8 4 0 7 7 J 7 7 9 8 2 0 & 7 9 4 r 8 2 4 8 9 8 8 1 1 8 3 9 7 7 0 8 4 4 8 8 5 

Y e a r 1 9 3 7 . . 8 2 4 8 1 0 8 0 8 S 7 7 7 5 2 8 2 3 8 2 6 6 9 2 8 1 1 7 8 0 8 1 6 8 2 1 

.. 1 9 3 8 . . 8 3 8 8 0 6 8 2 5 9 0 0 7 8 1 8 3 7 8 6 2 7 0 2 8 3 8 8 0 1 8 3 6 8 5 5 
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1 0 4 1 • • 8 8 9 8 5 7 8 6 3 9 3 3 S 3 5 
8 8 6 8 9 0 7 3 8 8 8 9 ° 8 3 2 8 9 3 8 9 2 

„ 1942 . . 9 2 7 9 1 3 9 0 1 9 7 4 8 7 8 9 2 6 9 6 3 7 8 9 9 4 3 8 7 9 9 3 6 9 5 5 

1 9 f i M a r . Q t r . 9 0 2 8 6 6 8 7 4 9 4 6 8 4 0 S 9 9 9 0 6 7 4 1 8 8 3 8 3 4 8 9 6 8 9 9 

„ June „ 8 8 2 8 5 0 8 5 9 9 2 7 8 2 9 8 7 9 8 9 4 7 3 3 8 S 8 8 3 0 8 9 0 8 8 7 

., Sept. ,, 8 7 6 8 4 6 8 5 3 9 2 1 8 2 7 S 7 4 8 9 0 7 3 4 8 8 5 8 2 9 8 8 5 8 8 4 

„ Dec. „ 8 9 5 8 6 5 8 6 6 9 3 7 8 4 2 8 9 2 9 0 4 7 4 4 9 0 1 8 3 5 9 0 2 8 9 8 

1942 M a r . Q t r . 9 2 5 1 9 0 9 9 0 7 9 6 3 8 7 4 9 2 3 9 2 9 7 5 9 9 2 0 1 8 5 6 9 1 2 9 2 2 

J u n e . . 9 1 8 9 1 2 9 0 0 9 7 7 8 7 8 9 1 9 9 6 4 7 8 7 9 3 8 1 8 7 2 9 3 4 9 5 6 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 
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N o v 1914 (a) 6 8 9 
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6 3 0 6 4 4 

,, 1921 9 1 6 9 2 8 8 9 8 9 0 7 9 4 9 1 8 9 7 1 8 5 8 8 1 9 6 9 6 8 7 9 1 1 9 2 4 9 0 7 

Y e a r 1937 . . 8 7 1 T . I 2 6 8 9 9 9 2 4 9 9 < 8 9 4 8 7 9 8 4 3 8 6 6 8 2 4 8 7 8 6 5 8 7 2 8 6 9 

„ 1 9 3 8 • • 8 8 7 I . ' 5 2 , 9 1 1 9 4 5 9 7 9 0 9 8 9 1 8 S 7 8 8 0 8 4 6 9 0 < > 8S2 9 0 6 9 0 2 

• 9 3 9 . • 0 1 4 1 , 1 7 8 9 V 9 7 c 9 0 ( 9 3 6 9 2 2 8 8 7 8 9 8 8 6 5 9 3 \ 9 0 8 9 3 9 9 3 5 

,, ' 9 1 ° • 9 2 1 1 , 1 8 4 9 4 6 9 7 9 9 9 5 9 4 3 9 3 8 9 0 1 9 1 4 8 8 2 9 4 ' 9 2 3 9 5 0 9 4 5 

1 9 4 1 . . 9 ( i I . 2 1 1 I 9 8 0 9 9 6 1 . 0 2 9 6 4 9 5 3 9 1 3 9 3 7 8 9 8 9 4 r 9 3 7 9 5 6 9 5 2 

, 1942 9 7 1 J , I 6 O ' 1 , 0 0 5 1 . o n 1 . 0 4 ? 9 8 8 1 0 0 0 9 4 8 9 7 3 9 2 8 9 7 < ' 9 7 8 1,007 1 , 0 0 1 

1911 M a r . Q t r 9 2 5 1 , 2 1 5 9 6 2 9 8 6 1 , 0 1 9 4 9 9 5 4 9 1 3 9 3 4 h 9 0 3 
935] 8 9 6 
9 3 7 8 8 8 

9 6 9 3 9 9 6 3 9 5 8 -

,, June „ 9 5 1 1 . 2 2 9 0 8 9 1,000 1 , 0 2 9 7 4 9 4 6 9 1 2 
9 3 4 h 9 0 3 
935] 8 9 6 
9 3 7 8 8 8 

9 5 ! 9 3 3 9 5 1 9 4 7 

,, Sept ,, 9 4 6 1 , 2 0 1 9 8 5 9 9 6 I > 0 2 „ 9 6 7 9 4 9 9 0 8 

9 3 4 h 9 0 3 
935] 8 9 6 
9 3 7 8 8 8 9 3 9 3 2 9 4 9 9 4 5 

„ Dec „ 9 4 2 1 , 2 0 0 9 8 4 1 , 0 0 1 1 , 0 3 0 9 6 4 9 6 3 , 

9 7 7 

9 1 7 

9 3 0 

9 4 0 , 9 0 ( 

9 4 8 . 9 1 0 

9 4 2 9 4 5 9 6 0 9 5 6 

1942 M a r . Q t r 9 4 S r , i 7 5 9 9 1 I 1 . 0 0 2 1 , 0 3 5 9 6 8 

9 6 3 , 

9 7 7 

9 1 7 

9 3 0 

9 4 0 , 9 0 ( 

9 4 8 . 9 1 0 9 5 1 9 5 7 ,9!!3 9 7 8 

,, June ,, 9 7 0 1 , 1 7 0 1 , 0 0 9 1 , 0 1 3 

1 1 
i . O | 8 9 8 8 9 9 4 9 4 7 964 1 9 2 6 

1 
9 " 3 9 7 4 1,003 9 9 8 

(u) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November, 1914, to 1920, aee page 22. (6) Charters Towers 
(f) Warwick. (<i) Tiip index-Dumbprn in this table are the same as those of the " B " Series (p. 10). * 
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18 THE ALL ITEMS ("C" SERIES) INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES. 

Clothing.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (" C " Series.) 
(Bate: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = i,ooo.) 

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 
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Nov. 1914 (a) 755 7 8 0 

„ 1921 •• 1,255 1,327 1,269 i,374 1,261 1,264 1,271 1,599 i,57o 1.463 1,613 1,326 

Year 1937 . . 8 : 8 796 8 2 4 8 3 3 8 1 2 8 1 7 8 0 3 8 , 1 8 1 9 8 0 9 8 2 2 8 0 5 
„ 1938 . . 8 3 3 8 1 0 833 8 4 8 8 2 4 8 3 1 8 2 0 8 4 3 8 3 2 8 3 3 8 3 1 8 2 2 

„ 1939 • • 8 4 3 8 2 3 8 5 0 8 6 1 8 4 0 8 4 2 8 3 2 8 5 1 8 4 1 8 4 6 8 4 2 8 3 3 
,, 1940 . . 9 5 o 9 4 1 9 7 0 9 6 0 964 9 5 1 969 9 9 0 986 963 966 9 7 0 
.. 1941 •• 1,119 1,113 1,125 1,144 1,137 1,119 1,119 1,142 1,119 1,122 1,115 1,120 
„ 1942 . . 1,302 1,293 1,289 1,320 1,308 1,302 1,332 1,336 1,337 ' .S 1 ? 1,320 i ,33 i 

1941 Mar. Qtr . 1,058 1,043 I,o63 1,081 1,079 1,058 1,068 1,092 1,073 1,071 1,068 1,069 
„ Jane „ 1,109 1,110 l , " 5 1,136 1,133 1,110 1,100 1,122 1,101 1,104 1,105 I.IOI 
„ Sept . „ 1,129 1,127 1,132 1,155 1,146 1,130 1,122 1,144 1,127 1,135 1,122 1,123 
„ Dec. „ 1.179 1,170 1,183 1,203 1,190 1,178 1,186 1,208 1,176 1,179 1,166 1,186 

1942 Mar. Qtr . 1,211 r,208 1,208 1,224 1,221 1,211 1,233 1,238 1,233 1,220 1,203 1,232 
,, J u n e „ 1,279 1,258 1,275 1,285 1,282 i,277 1,304 1,323 1,325 1,292 1,298 1,305 

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
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Nor. 1914 (») 637 7 5 6 
„ 1921 . . 1,125 1,408 1.452 1,568!) 1,519c 1,235 i,»95 ',435 1,480 i,697 1,180 1,238 

Year 1937 . . 794 8 0 5 8 2 6 8 1 2 8 0 6 799 8 2 1 8 0 4 8 1 1 8 1 8 8 1 4 8 2 0 

„ 1938 . . 823 8 2 6 8 4 0 833 8 3 1 8 2 5 857 848 8 4 6 8 4 6 8 4 4 856 
., 1939 •• 8 4 0 8 3 8 856 855 8 5 2 8 4 3 863 8 5 2 8 5 4 8 5 2 8 4 4 8 6 2 
„ J940 . . 9 5 2 9 5 1 973 968 956 9 5 5 9 6 1 9 4 0 9 4 3 947 9 3 6 959 
,. 1941 •• 1,118 1,121 1,145 1,140 1,126 1,122 1,120 1,090 1,105 1,116 1,107 1,119 
„ 1942 . . 1,289 1,297 1,323 1,312 1,308 1,294 1,290 1,247 1,273 1,286 1,278 1,288 

1941 l i a r . Qtr . 1,037 1,050 1,074 1,063 1,048 1,043 1,052 1,025 1,043 1,052 1,036 1,051 
„ June „ 1,103 1,110 1,132 1,123 1,116 1,107 1,115 1,074 1,102 1,109 1,104 l , " 3 
„ Sept . „ 1,144 1,148 1,170 1,160 1,144 J , U 7 1,131 1,093 1,114 1,128 1,117 1,129 
„ Deo. „ 1,186 1,177 1,204 1,214 1,194 1,189 1,182 1,169 1,161 1,174 1,170 1,181 

1942 Mar. Qtr . 1,213 1,214 1,254 1,242 1,233 1,219 1,205 1 1,184 1,180 1,200 1,189 1,203 
„ J u n e ,, 1,265 1,276 1,299 1,288 1,285 1,271 1,281 ' 1,231 1,263 1,271 1,264 1,279 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 
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Nov. 19:4 (a) 698 8 2 5 754 
t. 1931 . . 1,232 1,376 1,382 i,454 i , 3 « 1,277 1,427 1.670 1,525 1,405 r.50 t 1,513 1,246 1,290 

Year 1937 . . 8 0 6 832 8 1 9 8 2 8 8 2 - 8 0 9 « 8 2 : - 823 8 2 0 8 1 2 82 3 822 811 811 
,. 1938 . . 8 2 3 8 4 6 835 8 4 5 8 4 8 2 6 848 8 3 9 8 1 5 8 4 5 8 4 ! 844 829 830 
„ 1939 •• 8 3 2 8 1 5 842 8 4 9 8 4 - 8 3 4 856 8 5 3 8 4 3 8 4 4 8 5 ! 854 841 841 
„ 1940 . . 9 2 6 9 5 9 933 9 3 8 9 3 t 9 2 9 956 9 6 4 947 9 3 8 9 4 . 957 956 956 
„ 1941 . . 1,098 1,132 1,108 1,108 1,10: 1,101 1,123 1,120 1,103 1,114 1,12 1 1,121 1,118 1,118 
., 1942 . . 1,283 I . . 6 9 1,269 1,247 1,261 1,280 1,308 I,j28 + 1,271 1,283 I,29< > 1,298 1,308 1,307 

1941 Mar. Qtr . 1,029 I>°59 1,036 1,045 1,03/ 1,032 1,050 1,069 1,041 1,026 1,03 5 1,054 1,057 1,057 
„ June „ 1,075 ' . " I 1,089 1,093 l.08t 1,079 1,123 1,117 1,103 1,125 1,12 5 1,121 1, 104 1,105 
„ Sept . „ 1,118 1,160 1 ,130 1,135 i , n £ 1,122 1,134 1,134 1,119 1,135 1,13 7 1,134 1,128 1,129 
,, Dec. „ 1,169] 1,199 1,178 1,160 l , l 6 t 1,171 1,184 1,160 1,148 1,169 I , l 8 1 i , i 75 1,182 1,182 

1942 Mar. Qtr. 1,189' r,209 1,190 1,175 I,l8£ 1,190 1,221 1,196 1,181 1,198 1,21 3 1,210 1,216 1,216 
„ J u n e „ 1,263 ' ,248 1,243 1,214 1,229 1,260 1,286 1,262 1,257 1,268 1,26 I 1,276 1,285 1,284 

(a) For index-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1990, see page 22. 
(e) Warwick. 

(6) Charters Towers. 



THE ALL ITEMS (" C " SERIES) INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES. 19 

Miscellaneous.—Retail Price Index-Numbers. (" C " Series.) 
(Base : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.) 

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 
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7 2 8 

9 4 4 

9 4 1 
9 4 7 
9 5 5 
9 7 9 

1 ,028 
1,077 

953 

988 
990 
983 

1,003 
1,059 
1 ,118 

1,002 

969 
971 
969 

1,001 
1 ,057 
i , n 6 

X.009& 

1 ,000 
1,000 

996 
1,026 
1,085 
1 ,125 

988C 

1,007 
I ,OCI 

9 9 2 
1 ,002 
1 ,059 
I , I l 8 

958 

9 5 2 
9 5 7 
9 6 2 
9 8 5 

1 ,037 
1,087 

7 7 0 
1,033 

1,022 
1 ,023 
1,022 
1 ,051 
1 ,127 
1 ,184 

1,063 

9 8 1 
9 9 1 
989 

1 ,021 
1 ,106 
1,188 

1,065 

9 9 5 
1 ,001 

9 9 9 
1 ,031 
1,100 
1,175 

1 ,032 

1 ,013 
1,017 
1 ,017 
1 ,053 
1 ,118 
1,185 

1 ,000 

1 ,015 
1 ,011 

994 
1,015 
1 ,084 
1,164 

1 ,036 

X,O20 
1 ,021 
1 ,019 
1 ,049 
1 ,125 
1 ,184 

1 9 4 1 M a r . Q t r . 
„ J u n e „ 
„ Sept. „ 
„ Dec. „ 

1,012 
1 ,020 
1,036 
1 ,043 

1 ,038 
1,052 
1 ,069 
1 ,078 

1,043 
1 ,051 
1,067 
1 ,066 

1 ,066 
1 ,074 
1,099 
1,099 

1 ,044 
1,052 
1,069 
1,072 

I , C 2 I 
1 ,029 
1 ,046 
1 P 5 2 

1 ,070 
1,074 

1,089 
1,109 
1,152 
1 ,156 

1 ,067 
1,087 
1 ,128 
1,140 

1 ,076 
1 ,090 
1,132 
1 , ' 3 7 

1 ,089 
1 ,104 
1,139 
1 ,141 

1 ,103 
1 ,121 

1 ,087 
1 ,107 
1 ,150 
1 ,155 

1942 Mar. Qtr . 
,, J u n e ,, 

1,060 
1 ,064 

1 ,095 
1,105 

1,099 
1,102 

1,112 
I , H 5 

1,102 
1 ,104 

I , C 2 I 
1 ,029 
1 ,046 
1 P 5 2 

1 ,070 
1,074 

1,175 
1 ,171 

1,176 
1,181 

1 ,160 
1 ,166 

1,159 
1 ,167 

1 ,137 
1,162 

1 ,174 
1 ,171 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 
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W
ei
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te

d 
A

ve
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ow
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A
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N O T . 1 9 1 4 ( a ) 
» > 9 " 

T e a r 1 9 3 7 . . 
„ « 9 3 8 . . 
, . 1 9 3 9 . . 
„ 1 9 4 0 . . 
, , 1 9 4 1 . . 
„ 1 9 4 2 . . 

7 8 0 
1 ,029 

9 4 6 
9 4 9 
9 5 4 
9 8 5 

1 ,043 
1,093 

1,030 

9 7 ' 
968 
974 

1,006 
1 ,068 
1,122 

i , o r 6 

9 5 3 
9 5 3 
9 t 8 
9 7 5 

1.035 
1,096 

977 

9 0 3 
9 0 9 
912 
9 4 2 
9 9 : 

1,032 

1,10 

1,05 
1,05 

1,05 
I . I I 
1,16c 

1,029 

9 5 0 
9 5 1 
956 
987 

1 ,041 
> ' , 0 9 5 

6 9 9 

9 3 ' 

9 3 9 
9 3 3 
9 1 6 
9 6 9 

1,015 
1,065 

985 

9 4 7 
9 3 9 
9 4 7 
9 7 3 

1.008 
1,050 

9 4 1 

8 6 9 
8 6 6 
R7.1 
9 0 4 
9 3 8 
9 6 0 

960 

876 
867 
882 
8 9 8 
9 3 6 
9 6 3 

95 

85 

It 
9 i 
9 6 

9 9 ' 

) 952 

I 933 
! 927 
1 934 

) 963 
- 1,005 

1,049 

749 
1,010 

960 
961 
962 
998 

1,060 
1,112 

1,009 

961 
962 
962 
997 

1.058 
1,110 

1 9 4 1 M a r . Q t r . 
„ J u n e „ 
„ Sept . „ 
„ Dec. „ 

1,023[ 1,049 
1,037 1,064 
1,052! 1 ,080 
1,058, 1 ,080 

1 ,013 
1,030 
1 ,048 
1 ,050 

9 8 0 ' I , O Q 

989 1 1,10 
9 9 9 J , l i t 
9 9 9 | I . I2C 

1,025 
1,039' 
1,05 i\ 

, 1 , ° 5 9 

9 9 9 
1 ,006 
i , o c 6 
1,030 

1.003 
1,007 
1,007 
1,013 

9 3 7 
9 4 1 
9 3 6 
9 3 6 

9 3 4 96o ! 9 9 4 
9 4 0 9 6 3 ' 9 9 9 
9 3 6 9 7 1 1,011 
9 3 5 ' 9 7 3 ' 1,015 

1,039 
1,047 
1,073 
1,030 

1,038 
1,016 
1,072 
1,077 

1942 Mar. Qtr . 
,, J u n e ,, 

1,067! 1 ,104 
1 ,080 1 ,109 

1 ,076 
1 ,088 

1 ,015 ' l , I 4 I 1,071 1,048 
1,022, 1 ,151 1,082] | I , 0 5 S 

1 1 ll 

1,030 
1,034 

9 5 1 
9 5 1 

9 5 0 9 0 0 1,032 
9 5 1 , 9 8 8 1,039 

1,095 
1,099 

1,093 
1,097 

(a) For Index-numbers for Capital Cities, November 1914 to 1920, see page 22. (b) Charters Towers, 
(c , Warwick. 

(13) 



20 THE ALL ITEMS (" C " SERIES) INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES. 

All Items of Hoosehold Expenditure.—Betail Price Index-Numbers. (" C " Series.) 
(Base: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27= 1,000.) 

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA. 
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W
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N o v . 1 9 1 4 ( 0 ) 7 1 2 6 7 1 

„ 1 9 2 1 1,046 1,041 9 7 5 1 , 0 3 3 9 4 7 1 , 0 4 2 1,003 9 9 2 1 , 0 0 2 1 , 0 1 9 1 . 0 3 4 1,003 

Y e a r 1 9 3 7 . . 8 8 9 8 4 9 8 9 3 8 6 7 8 4 2 8 8 6 8 6 8 8 3 9 8 4 0 8 5 5 8 5 6 8 6 6 

„ 1 9 3 8 . . 9 1 3 8 7 7 9 4 0 8 9 3 8 6 0 9 1 1 8 9 6 8 5 0 8 5 4 8S4 8 9 2 8 9 3 

. . 1 9 3 9 • • 9 3 6 0 0 1 9 5 5 9 1 6 8 8 3 9 3 3 9 2 4 8 7 4 8 7 5 9 " 9 1 8 9 2 0 

„ 1 9 4 0 . . 9 7 4 9 ( 5 9 8 1 9 4 9 9 2 3 9 7 2 9 6 4 9 0 6 9 2 0 9 4 1 9 5 4 0 6 0 

„ 1 9 4 1 • • 1 ,028 9 9 7 1,049 1 , 0 0 5 9 7 4 1 , 0 2 6 1 1 ,008 9 5 o 9 6 3 9 8 4 9 9 8 1,004 
„ 1 9 4 2 • • 1 ,107 1,069 1,132 1 , 0 8 7 1 , 0 5 0 1 , 1 0 4 1 1 ,100 1,037 1 , 0 5 4 1 , 0 6 5 1 , 0 7 8 1,095 

1 9 4 1 M a r . Q t r . 1 ,018 9 8 6 1,041 9 9 c 9 G 3 1 , 0 1 5 9 9 6 9 3 6 9 4 9 9 7 4 9 8 4 9 9 2 

„ J u n e „ 1 ,019 9 9 1 1,044 1 , 0 0 1 9 7 : 1 , 0 1 7 9 9 9 9 4 0 9 5 2 9 7 4 9 9 0 9 9 5 
„ S e p t . „ 1 ,027 9 9 6 ' , 0 4 5 1 , 0 0 5 9 7 3 1 , 0 2 5 1,009 9 5 2 9 6 6 9 8 6 1 , 0 0 2 1,005 
„ D e c . „ 1 ,048 1 .013 1,065 1 , 0 2 3 9 9 " : , 0 4 5 1,028 9 7 3 9 8 5 1 

1 

,00? 1 , 0 1 5 1,024 

1 9 4 2 M a r . Q t r . 1 ,070 1,037 1,092 1 , 0 4 8 1 , 0 1 7 1 , 0 6 8 1.056 1 9 9 6 1 , 0 1 7 

1 

1 , 0 2 5 1 , 0 3 8 1,052 
J u n e ,. I , O Q 6 1,060 1.132 1 , 0 7 8 1 , 0 4 3 1 . 0 9 4 1,089 1 ,026 1 , 0 4 6 1 , 0 5 2 1 , 0 6 6 1.085 

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
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N o v . 1914 ( a ) 6 1 1 6 9 9 

,. 1 9 2 1 9 2 3 9 4 9 9 7 2 1 , 0 2 5 f t 9 9 4 1 9 4 ' 9 8 9 9 9 8 • , 0 2 5 1 , 0 2 9 9 4 8 9 9 2 

Y e a r 1937 . . 8 3 7 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 8 3 8 0 9 8 4 0 8 5 9 7 6 9 8 4 4 8 3 0 8 5 1 8 5 5 

. . 1 9 3 8 . . 8 5 2 8 4 3 8 5 3 9 0 2 8 3 1 8 5 4 8 8 8 7 8 b 8 6 8 8 4 9 8 6 8 8 8 3 

. . ' 9 3 9 • • 8 7 0 8 5 8 8 6 7 9 1 8 8 4 7 8 7 ' 9 0 6 8 1 0 8 9 6 8 7 2 8 0 7 9 0 2 

. . 1 9 4 0 . . 9 0 8 8 9 8 9 0 5 9 5 0 8 7 9 9 0 9 9 3 6 8 3 3 9 1 9 8 9 4 9 2 4 9 3 i 

, . 1 9 4 1 • • 9<>3 9 5 1 9 5 9 1 . 0 0 4 9 3 8 9 6 4 9 8 S 8 8 2 9 7 6 9 4 6 9 7 4 9 8 3 
„ 1 9 4 2 . . 1 , 0 3 3 1,033 1,032 1 , 0 7 5 1 , 0 1 5 1,035 1,075 9 f 2 1 , 0 5 7 1 . 0 2 4 ' , 0 5 3 1,069 

1911 M a r . Q t r . 9 5 0 9 3 7 9 4 7 9 9 1 9 2 1 9 5 ' 9 7 0 8 

2 

9 5 3 9 2 8 9 5 t 0 6 5 

, , J u n e „ 9 5 4 9 4 3 9 5 3 9 9 5 9 3 1 9 5 5 9 8 1 ll2 9 7 1 0 4 1 9 6 7 9 7 6 

„ S e p t . „ 9 6 2 9 5 2 9 6 0 1 . 0 0 4 9 4 0 9 6 1 9 9 0 8 8 5 9 8 0 9 5 ' 9 7 5 9 8 5 
„ D e c . „ 9 8 5 9 7 2 9 7 6 1, "125 9 6 0 9 8 5 I .OIO 9 0 9 1 , 0 0 0 9 6 5 1 , 0 0 0 1.006 

1942 M a r Q t r . I , o t l 1.00S 1,017 1 , 0 5 0 9 9 3 1,013 1,034 9 2 S 1 , 0 2 1 9 8 7 1 , 0 1 s 1,029 
, , J u n e ,, 1 , 0 2 0 1,026 1 ,023 1 . 0 6 9 1 , 0 0 7 1,023 1.071 9 5 b 1 , 0 5 0 1 , 0 1 3 1 , 0 4 8 1.065 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 
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1-4 a Q 
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£4 55 5S< 
N o v . 1914 ( a ) 7 0 7 

1 6 8 7 687 
>, 1 9 2 1 1,008 1,048 1,030 1,045 1,056 1,020 1,070 1.067 1,003 9 0 4 1 , 0 3 1 1 , 0 5 7 1,013 1,013 

Y e a r 1 9 3 7 . . 8 6 9 1,030 8 0 0 8 9 7 9 7 0 884 8 7 5 8 5 6 8 5 4 8 3 3 8 5 7 8 6 £ 873 871 
, . 1 9 3 8 . . 8 8 2 1,048 9 0 0 9 1 4 9 5 7 , 8 9 7 887 8 7 2 8 6 5 8 4 8 8 7 5 8 7 S 897 894 
„ 1 9 3 9 • • 9 0 I 1,066 9 1 5 ' 9 3 6 9 6 5 o n 0 0 S 8 8 8 8 7 9 8 6 1 9 0 3 8 9 I 920 917 
„ 19 t o 9 3 2 1,099 94 7 9 6 2 9 9 0 9 4 6 9 4 5 9 2 6 9 1 7 8 9 6 9 3 6 9 3 ' 957 954 
„ 1941 • 9 9 3 I.K-.S 1 , 0 1 ; 1,018 1 .055 1 .008 1 0 0 1 9 7 1 9 7 1 9 5 ' 9 8 7 9 8 ' 1 ,0C8 1,006 
„ ' 9 4 2 . 1.061 1,175 1,079 1,065 

9 8 7 9 9 7 

1,114 1,070 1,078 ' , 0 4 0 | 1,035 1 , 0 1 2 1 , 0 4 5 1 , 0 6 c 1,091 1.087 

1911 M a r . Q t r . 9 6 5 ' I , I I ! 

1,079 1,065 

9 8 7 9 9 7 1,033 9 8 1 9 8 2 9 6 3 1 9 5 6 9 3 5 9 7 6 9 7 995 992 
, , J u n e ,, 9 9 3 1 1-17 T.OI7 1,017 1,052 1,008 9 9 4 9 7 3 9 7 ' 9 5 3 9 9 ' 9 8 1,000 998 
„ S e p t . „ 1,002 1.167 1,027 ' , 0 2 5 , i , o 6 r 1 0 1 6 1,003 9 7 1 - 9 7 5 9 ( : o 9 8 3 9 9 < 1 1,009 1,006 
,, D e c , , 1,012 1,175 1,037 1,034 ' o 7 5 1 ,026 1,023 9 8 7 9 8 3 9 6 7 9 9 9 1 , 0 0 1 1,029 1,026 

1 9 - 2 M a r Q t r . J , 0 2 1 ' l . l f i - 7 1,049 1 ,041 ' 1 ,086 1,034 1,042 1,005 9 9 8 9 7 9 ! 1 . 0 1 4 ' , 0 2 5 ! 1 , 0 5 2 1,050 
„ J u n e , , 1,054! 1,174 1,074 I , 0 5 7 l 1 ,106 1,064 1,068 1 ,031 1,024 1 , 0 0 5 1 , 0 3 2 1 , 0 5 1 ! I , C 8 I 1,077 

(a) For Index-numbers for Capital Cities, NoTomber 1914 to 1930, see p. 22. 
(r) Warwick 

(6) Charters Tower*. 

(14) 



RETAIL PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS AND WAGE VARIATIONS. 31 

§ 10. Increases in Retail Prices over War Periods. 

1. Anstxalia.—The following statement shows for the six Capitals 
separately, and as a whole, the percentage increases which have taken place 
in retail prices over the period since the outbreak of war, viz., from 
September quarter 1939, to the December quarter 1942, inclusive :— 

Group. " C " Series Index. 
Increase per cent. 

" Group " Index. 
Increase per cent. 

SYDNEY. 

Food 
Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 

5-o 
0.1 

12.9 
4 . 0 

14 .0 

°-3 
64-3 
21 .4 

Total 2 2 . 0 2 2 . 0 

MELBOURNE. 

Food 
Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 

5-4 
0.4 

H-5 
3-4 

14.7 
1.8 

72.9 
17-5 

Total 23-7 23-7 

BRISBANE. 

Food 
Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 

5-° 
0 .2 

13-3 
3-3 

H-3 
0 . 8 

6 2 . 5 
16 .1 

Total 2 1 . 8 2 1 . 8 

ADELAIDE. 

Food 
Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 

5-5 
0 .1 

12 .3 
3-9 

15-7 
°-3 

57-6 
18.5 

Total 2 1 . 8 2 1 . 8 

PERTH. 

Food 
Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 

4 . 1 
0 . 1 

12 .8 

3-6 

11.0 

°-5 
62 .1 
18.3 

Total 2 0 . 6 2 0 . 6 

HOBART. 

Food 
Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 

6.6 
0 . 1 

1 3 1 
3-2 

18.1 

°-5 
62.4 
16.5 

Total 2 3 . 0 2 3 . 0 

(15) 



32 INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS : RETAIL PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS. 

Group. " C " Series Index. 
Increase per cent. 

" Group " Indor. 
Increase per cent. 

Six CAPITAL CITIES. 

Food 
Rent 
Clothing 
Miscellaneous 

5 - 2 
0 . 2 

13-4 
3-7 

14.2 
o.g 

66.0 
ig .o 

Total 2 2 . 5 2 2 . 5 

The figures under the heading " ' C ' Series Index Increase per cent." 
represent the percentage increase in the total " C " Series Index attributable 
to each individual group. The figures under the heading " ' Group ' Index 
Increase per cent." represent the percentage increase in each group taken by 
itself. The increase of 22.5 per cent, in the total index is the result of 
weighting the increases in each group in the proportions adopted for purposes 
of the index (see page 7 of Labour Keport No. 31 of 1940). 

2. International Comparisons.—In the following table, comparisons 
are made for both the present and the last war of the increases which 
occurred in the several countries shown :— 

Retail Price Index-Numbers. 
(FOOD, RENT, CLOTHING, MISCELLANEOUS HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE.) 

Date. Australia. Great 
Britain. Canada. New 

Zealand. 
Union of 
South 
Africa. 

United 
States of 
America. 

{A): i g i 4 - i g i g . 

(a) (6) 
igi4 July . . 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 100(c) 1 0 0 

igi5 Year . . 1 1 4 1 2 5 97 1 0 8 1 0 3 1 0 2 

igi6 „ . . 1 1 6 1 4 8 1 0 2 " 5 1 0 6 1 0 9 

1917 ., •• 1 2 3 1 8 0 1 3 0 1 2 5 1 1 4 1 2 8 

1918 1 3 2 2 0 3 1 4 6 135 1 1 8 156 
1919 „ . . 1 4 9 2 0 8 155 145 1 2 6 175 

(a) November. (i>) Food, Fuel, Light and Kent. (c) Average for year 1914. 

(B) 1939-I942 (December). 

1939— (a) 
September Quarter 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 

1941— 
March „ iog 1 2 7 1 0 7 1 0 6 1 0 6 1 0 0 

June „ iog 1 2 9 1 0 9 1 0 8 1 0 9 i °3 
September „ n o 1 2 8 [ 1 3 1 0 8 i n 1 0 6 

December ,, 1 1 2 1 2 9 1 1 5 n o i n n o 
1942— 

March „ 1 1 5 i 2 g " 5 1 0 9 1 1 5 1 1 2 

June „ 1 1 8 1 2 8 1 1 5 n o 1 1 7 » 5 
September „ 1 2 1 1 2 9 1 1 7 1 1 2 1 1 9 1 1 7 

December „ 1 2 3 1 2 9 1 1 8 114 1 2 1 1 1 9 

(a) Food, Rent, Clothing and Miscellaneous Expenditure. 

(16) 



WHOLESALE PRICE INDBX-NDMBBBS. 36 

3. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers for each group of commodities, as 
well as for all groups combined, are shown in the following table : — 

Melbourne Wholesale Price Index-Numbers, 1861 to 1942. 

(Bate of each Group: Tear 1911 = 1,000.) 

I. II. III.' IV. V. VI. V I I . VIII. 

Year. Metals 
and 
Coal. 

Wool, 
Cotton, 
Leather, 

&c. 

Agricul
tural Pro
duce, &c. 

Dairy 
Produce. 

Grocer
ies. Meat. Building 

Materials. 
Chemi
cals. 

All 
Qroups. 

1861 
J871 
1881 
1891 
1901 

1,438 
1,096 
1.178 

895 
1,061 

1,381 
1,257 
1,115 

847 
774 

1.583 
1,236 
1,012 
1,024 

928 

1,008 
864 
935 
995 

1,029 

1,963 
1,586 
1,421 
1.032 
1,048 

888 
1.345 

1,070 
1.044 
1,091 

780 
841 

2,030 
1,409 
1,587 
1,194 

917 

1,538 
1,229 
1,121 

945 
974 

1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 

1,007 
923 
821 
772 

756 
834 
885 
850 

1,192 
1,209 

754 
894 

1,215 
1,059 

876 
980 

945 
936 
916 
942 

1,447 
1,443 
1.427 
1,209 

837 
875 
845 
801 

881 
921 
875 
859 

1,051 
1,049 

890 
910 

Illll 

882 
1,037 
1,033 
1,014 
1,004 

978 
1,017 

901 
907 

1,052 

916 
973 

1,312 
1,000 

969 

972 
1,020 
1,198 
1,119 
1,100 

923 
948 
968 
978 
999 

1,110 
1,294 
1,335 
1,088 
1,008 

896 
968 
935 
911 
996 

864 
961 
891 
815 
898 

948 
1,021 
1,115 

993 
1,003 

1911 
1913 
1913 
1914 
1913 

1,000 
1,021 
1,046 
1,099 
1,284 

1,000 
991 

1,070 
1,032 
1,017 

1,000 
1,370 
1,097 
1,207 
2,162 

1,000 
1,206 
1,054 
1,137 
1.530 

1,000 
1,052 
1,024 
1,021 
1,133 

1,000 
1,357 
1,252 
1,507 
2,435 

1,000 
1,057 
1,128 
1,081 
1,275 

1,000 
978 
995 

1,253 
1,528 

1.000 
1,170 
1,088 
1.149 
1,604 

Illll ' 
1,695 
3,129 
3,4:6 
3,125 
3,398 

1,423 
3,008 
2,360 
2,363 
2,624 

1,208 
1,157 
1,444 
1.985 
2.439 

1.485 
1,423 
1.454 
1.651 
2,209 

1,322 
1,343 
1,422 
1.516 
1.918 

2,515 
2,403 
2,385 
2,348 
3.279 

1,491 
1,884 
2,686 
2,851 
3,226 

I,76o 
2,171 
3,223 
2,898 
2.825 

1,504 
1,662 
1.934 
2.055 
2,480 

1931 
1933 
1933 
1934 
1935 

3,173 
1.943 
1,836 
1,835 
1,852 

1,362 
1,681 
2,148 
2,418 
14967 

1.767 
1,628 
1,778 
1,647 
1,797 

2,000 
1,648 
1,837 
1,655 
1,636 

1.976 
1.869 
1,746 
1,721 
1,723 

2,158 
1,787 
2,579 
2,223 
2,212 

2,733 
2,005 
2,025 
1,815 
I , 7 n 

3,303 
1,965 
1,933 
1,806 
1,790 

1,903 
1.758 
1.944 
1,885 
1,844 

Illll 

1.938 
1,962 
1,912 
1,912 
1,866 

1,383 
1,650 
1,781 
1,556 
1,127 

2,001 
1,836 
1,736 
1,792 
1,484 

1,784 
1,823 
1,751 
1,853 
1,627 

1,731 
1.724 
1,707 
1.690 

• 1,666 

1,931 
3,111 
2,015 
2,246 
2,025 

1,663 
1,624 
1,744 
1,754 
1,875 

1,816 
1,866 
1,933 
1,942 
1,982 

1,832 
1.817 
1.792 
1.803 
1,596 

19)1 
1933 
1933 
1934 
1933 

1,826 
1.736 
I ,7 i3 
1,660 
1,603 

1,039 
1,000 
1,118 
1,261 
1,217 

I,Z21 
1,230 
1,175 
I.288 
1,344 

1,399 
1,303 
1,195 
1.274 
1.325 

1,794 
1,767 
1,714 
1,735 
1,729 

1,508 
1,348 
1.487 
1.540 
1,508 

2,025 
2,043 
2,061 
2,013 
1,964 

2,166 
3,127 
3,IO6 
3,Ol8 
1,996 

1.428 
1,411 
I.4N 
1,471 
1,468 

1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

1,566 
1,772 
1,746 
1,758 
1,854 

1,331 
1,406 
1,051 
1,101 
1,362 

1,480 
1,604 
1,789 
1,820 
1.568 

l ,35i 
1,451 
1,549 
1,557 
1,567 

1,731 
1,750 
1,747 
1,752 
1,784 

1,684 
1,678 
1,871 
1,710 
1,882 

1,969 
2,430 
2,238 
2,220 
2,890 

1,997 
2,006 
2,059 
2,075 
2,298 

1.543 
1.656 
1,662 
1,665 
1,713 

1941 
1942 

1,960 
2,146 

1,402 
1,507 

1,721 
1,900 

1,554 
1,665 

1,884 
1,937 

1,776 
2,312 

3,138 
3,409 

2,527 
2,437 

1,796 
1,977 

NOTB.—The figures given In this table are comparable In the Tertlcal columns, bnt are not 
directly comparable horizontally. 
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4. Variations since 1914.—The variations in the index-numbers of the 
separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1942, are shown in the 
following table, taking July, 1914, as base ( = 1,000) for each group :— 

Melbourne Wholesale Price Index-Numbers.' 
{Base of each Group : July, 1914 = 1,000.) 

I. II . III. IV. V. VI. VII . VIII . 

Period. ll|
 Wool, 

Cotton, 
Leather, 

Agri
cultural 
Produce, 

Ac. 

Dairy 
Pro
duce. 

Gro
ceries Meat. Building 

Materials 
Chemi

cal*. 

AU 
Groups. 

July, 1914 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Year 1915 1,166 9 3 4 2,024 1,272 1,098 1,502 1,164 1,490 1,406 

,. 1916 1,539 1,307 1,130 1,235 1,266 i,55J 1,361 1,716 1.318 
,. 1917 1,919 1,841 1,084 1,181 1,302 1,480 1,722 2,141 1,456 
,, 1918 2,197 2,324 i ,35i 1,210 i,378 1,469 2,448 3,085 '.695 

,, J9I9 1,930 2,169 1,858 1,373 1,469 1,448 2,602 2,827 1,801 
„ 1920 2.0QI 2,430 2,228 1,840 1,860 2,022 2,944 2,764 2,178 
•• 1921 1,974 1,250 1,653 1,663 1,916 i , 33 i 2,495 2,246 1,668 
„ 1922 1,763 1,543 1,523 1,370 1,811 1,102 1,830 1,917 

1,885 
1,54' 

„ 1923 1,658 1,972 1,664 1,527 1,693 1,590 1,848 
1,917 
1,885 1,704 

.. 1924 1,667 2.220 J,54i 1,376 1,668 i ,37i 1,656 1,761 •,653 
,. 192s 1,682 1,806 1,681 1,360 1,670 1,364 1,562 1,746 1,6:7 
„ x926 I,76o 1,453 1,873 1,483 1,677 1,191 J .5I9 1,771 1,606 
, . 1927 1,782 1,515 1,709 I ,5 l6 1,671 1,302 1,482 1,820 J.593 
„ 1928 1,737 1,635 1,661 1,456 1,654 1,242 1,590 1,876 1,571 

., 1929 1,737 1,428 1,677 1,540 1,638 1,385 1,601 1,895 I,58l 
„ 1930 1,695 1,035 1,389 1,353 1,614 1,249 1,712 1,933 1.399 
„ 1931 1,659 9 5 4 1,049 1,163 1,738 9 3 0 1,849 2,112 1,251 
„ 1932 1,577 9 1 8 1,152 1,083 1,712 8 3 1 1,865 2,074 1.2J7 
.. '933 1,556 1,026 1,100 9 9 4 1,661 9 1 7 1,882 2,054 »,235 

,. »934 1,508 1,158 1,205 1,059 1,682 9 5 0 1,839 1,968 1,290 
.. "933 1,456 1,116 1,258 1,100 i ,677 9 3 ' 1,792 t,946 1,288 
„ 1936 1,422 1,222 1,385 1,123 1,678 1,038 1,798 1,948 1,353 
,. 1937 1,609 1,291 1,502 1,206 1,696 1,035 2,219 1,957 M3» 
•• J938 1,586 9 6 5 1,674 1.287 1,693 1,154 2,043 2,008 1.457 

.. 1939 l>597 1,011 1,704 1,295 1,698 1,054 2,026 2,024 1,460 
,. 1940 1,684 1,250 1,467 1,303 1,728 1,161 3.638 2,2i7 1,502 
„ 1941 1,780 1,287 1,611 1,292 1,825 1,124 2,864 ' 2,465 1.574 
.. 1942 1,949 1,384 1,778 1,384 1,877 1,426 3,111 2,377 1.733 

§ 2.—Basic Materials and Foodstuffs. 
1. General.—As mentioned above, the Melbourne Wholesale Prioe 

Index was first computed in 1912. Neither the component items nor the 
weighting have been varied. Consequently the index is a measure of 
changes in wholesale price levels based on usages which have altered 
substantially since the period on which the weighting was determined. Aa 
such it is useful as an indication of long-term trends over the past 82 years 
which it covers, on the assumption that the relative importance of component 
items remained constant. But it no longer serves as a measure of price 
variations from month to month or from year to year of commodities 
weighted in accordance with present day consumption. Reference to the 
description of the index in § I above will indicate that animal fodders 
preponderate in the " Agricultural Produce" group, while " Building 
Materials " include little besides imported timber. In other groups, some 
principal items have increased in consumption while others have decreased. 
I t was resolved, therefore, at the Conference of Statisticians at Brisbane in 
1930 that the time had come to revise and extend the items included in 
order to bring the index into line with changed conditions. An investigation 
to that end was commenced, and in the course of the past few years, many 
new price-series have been collected on a monthly basis back to January, 
1928. Some of these have been incorporated in a new index of the prices 
of basic materials and foodstuffs, preliminary index-numbers of which are 
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currently published in the Monthly llevieio of Business Statistics. Others are 
being incorporated in a number of " special-purpose " indexes, which it is 
hoped to publish in the future. Their construction has been delayed in order 
to make use, for weighting purposes, of the larger amount of information 
which is now becoming available as the result of the collection of more 
extensive statistics of factory production. The price quotations have in the 
main been obtained directly from manufacturers and merchants, and, with 
a few important exceptions, from Melbourne sources. Apart from 
home-produced building materials, coal and one or two minor commodities, 
however, the price movements may be taken as representative of fluctuations 
in wholesale prices of basic materials in most Australian markets. The 
weighting system adopted is based on average annual consumption during 
the years 1928-29 to 1934-35 inclusive. In the meantime, however, the 
original index has been continued on existing lines, as set out in § r of this 
chapter. 

2. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers for each group of commodities and 
for all groups combined for this new index of wholesale prices of basic 
materials and foodstuffs are given in the following table:— 

Wholesale Price Index-Numbers—Basic Materials and Foodstuffs, 1928 to 
December, 1943. 

(Base of each Group : Year 1928 = 1,000.) 

Period. 
Metals 

and 
Coal 

Oils, 
Fa t s 
and 

Waxes. 

Tex
tiles. 

C h e m i 
c a l s . 

Rubber 
and 

Hides 

Build
ing 
Ma

terials 

Food
stuffs 
and 
To

bacco 

Goods 
princi
pally 
Im

ported. 

Goods 
princi
pally 
H o m e 
Pro

duced 

All 
Groups 

1928 . 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1.000 

1929 I ,00O 1,019 8 3 1 9 7 7 769 9 8 0 1,070 1 , o n 1,033 1,028 
1930 . . 9 5 4 1,082 6 1 2 9 5 5 548 9 9 8 9 5 1 1,053 9 i 7 9 5 1 
1931 8 9 0 1,116 5 7 5 9 7 9 5 8 1 1,012 8 1 2 1,119 7 9 i 8 7 3 
1 9 3 ; . . 8 = 7 1,069 5 3 9 9 8 1 53° 9 8 4 7 9 2 1,082 7 6 2 8 4 2 
1933 . . 8 1 8 8 8 2 6 2 1 9 1 9 5«t 9 9 5 7 7 8 1,009 7 4 6 8 1 2 

1 9 3 4 . . 7 8 5 8 1 6 6 6 4 8 8 5 6 0 1 9 7 9 8 0 8 9 8 9 7 5 2 '811 

1935 7 4 0 8 7 7 6 2 0 8 1 7 5 9 3 9 7 1 8 4 9 1,025 7 6 i 8 2 7 

1936 . . 7=5 9 0 9 7 6 1 8 1 5 7 2 4 9 8 4 9 0 6 i , 0 4 5 8 0 7 8 6 7 

1 9 3 7 7 9 1 9 5 2 8 7 2 8 1 7 8 8 9 1,102 9 2 9 1,126 8 4 3 9 1 4 

1 9 3 8 . . 8 0 1 9 4 9 6 0 7 8 3 1 6 6 4 1,041 9 6 0 • 1,094 8 5 2 9 1 1 

1939 . . 8 1 4 9 7 2 6 5 0 8 3 5 7 6 4 1,047 9 5 4 1 , i n 856 9 1 8 

1 9 4 0 . . 8 3 6 1,230 7 7 6 9 6 9 9 3 4 1,269 9 9 8 1,339 9 0 1 1,008 
1 9 4 1 . 8 8 0 1,342 8 2 0 1,061 9 8 2 1.368 1,044 1,562 9 0 8 1 ,069 
1942 . 9 6 8 1,509 9 3 4 1,163 1,037 1 ,540 1,187 1 ,804 1 ,007 1,202 

1 9 4 1 — 
J a n u a r y 8 4 6 1,289 7 8 9 1,020 9 4 8 1,346 1,052 1 ,486 9 1 4 1,055 
Februa ry 8 4 7 1 ,287 7 8 8 1,020 9 4 1 1,347 1,012 1,492 8 8 5 1 ,034 
March 8 4 7 1,288 8 0 3 1,022 9 5 0 1,347 1,004 1,492 8 8 0 1,030 
April 8 5 6 1,329 8 1 2 1,022 9 7 3 1,347 1,007 1,513 8 8 5 1,039 
May 8 5 8 1,329 8 2 8 1,022 1 ,024 1 ,371 1,006 1 ,534 8 8 3 1,043 
J u n e 8 5 8 1,330 8 3 0 1,022 9 7 9 1,371 1,009 1 ,536 8 8 4 1,044 
Ju ly 8 8 4 l , 3 3 i 8 1 2 1,022 9 8 3 1,374 1,042 i , 5 5 l 9 0 8 1,065 
August 8 8 7 1,355 8 2 2 1,042 9 8 2 1,374 1,072 1 ,561 9 3 1 1,086 
September . . 9 1 7 1 ,377 8 3 1 1 ,123 9 8 2 1 ,374 1 ,085 1 ,612 9 4 0 1,104 
October 9 1 7 1,381 8 4 2 1,123 9 8 4 1,382 1,085 1 , 6 3 3 - 9 3 5 1,106 
Kovember 9 1 7 1,406 8 4 5 1,146 1,012 1 ,391 1 ,087 1 ,673 9 3 1 1,113 
December 9 2 3 1,404 8 4 1 1,146 1 ,031 1 , 3 9 ' 1 ,067 1,661 9 2 3 1,104 

1 9 4 2 — 
J a n u a r y 9 2 3 1,435 8 3 7 i , J 5 8 1,074 1 ,391 1,072 1 ,655 9 3 5 1 , i n 
February 9 2 5 l , 4 » 2 8 5 1 1,158 1,082 1,391 1,094 1 ,651 9 5 4 1,124 
March 9 2 5 1,485 8 5 9 1,160 1,032 i , 3 9 i 1 ,100 1 ,668 9 5 9 1,132 
A p r i l 9 4 9 1,484 8 7 7 1,160 1 , 0 3 ! " , 3 9 i 1 ,130 1,687 9 7 9 1 ,153 
May 9 5 1 1,484 8 9 2 1,161 1,029 ! , 5 9 0 1,205 1,839 1,002 1,207 
Juno 9 5 5 1.484 8 8 9 1,161 1,029 1 ,588 1,258 1,855 1,034 1,235 
J l l l V 9 5 5 1,499 9 7 9 1,161 1,029 1 ,588 1,243 1,810 ! , 0 4 5 1,233 
Augus t 9 7 1 1 ,550 9 7 6 1 ,161 1,029 • , 5 9 0 1,249 1 ,819 1 ,058 1 ,245 
September 9 7 4 l , 5 5 o 9 9 2 1,161 1,029 1 ,590 1,265 1 ,888 1,049 1,254 
October 1.025 1,555 9 9 5 1,161 1,029 1 ,590 1,225 1,885 1,034 1 ,243 
November 1.030 1 ,557 9 9 9 1,174 1 ,029 1 ,604 1,215 1 ,916 1,022 1 ,241 
December 1,030 1 ,588 1,066 1.174 1 ,027 1,774 1 ,191 1,972 1,012 1 ,247 
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